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THANK YOU
I want to take a moment to thank you for supporting the
MI Charitable Foundation. I have been involved with the
Foundation since its inception in 2015. I can tell you that I
know we are doing important work though this organization,
because I have seen it on people’s faces. I have heard it in
children’s laughter. I have felt it in emotional hugs from grateful
beneficiaries. So again, thank you so much for supporting the
Foundation. We are changing lives because of you!

GWEN MALLON

Foundation Specialist
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OUR STORY
It started with small gestures and quiet favors from one person to another, and
grassroots giving efforts that helped support fellow team members in times of need.
The care and concern for others unselfishly displayed by our team pushed us to the
realization that we could do more. In 2015, the MI Charitable Foundation was born,
and with it a renewed sense of purpose and compassion within our company. At our
fabrication facilities, our extrusion and pultrusion facilities, and our operational support
centers, committees work together to plan, fundraise, and give back to our local
communities.
From Taco Tuesdays, to in-house raffles, and toy drives, our team goes above and
beyond to ensure we’re making an impact in the lives of the people who live and work
in our communities. The best part? The Foundation is driven by the team. While our
leaders are fully engaged and supportive of the Foundation’s efforts, the action comes
from the production teams and our support staff – the people who have their fingers
on the pulse of their communities and are engrained in the everyday issues that effect

LOCAL GIVING WITH NATIONWIDE

rapid growth (and rapid giving) that continues to humble and inspire us.

REACH & SUPPORT

In addition to local outreach, we’ve partnered with several national organizations to

The MI Foundation greatly expanded to a nationwide presence in 2021 thanks to the

local families and organizations. Our committees are empowered to plan and engage
in fundraising and volunteer events they are passionate about, and the result has been

support three noteworthy causes: veteran’s affairs, child wellbeing, and cancer at large
with a particular focus on pediatric cancer. The organizations we support at a national
level focus their primary efforts in at least one of these three categories.
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addition of team members from Milgard Windows & Doors’ MG/CAT committees and
Sunrise Windows & Doors’ charitable group. The MI Foundation is more than financial
support—it’s a group of people helping others in any way we can.
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HONOR

If it’s for the country,
I’ll always be there.
That was an awesome
experience.

MI team members carry Old Glory to honor
America’s veterans
When the opportunity came to carry the American

ran or walked with the flag across 2,400 miles.

National Memorial in Stoystown, Pa., where one of four

“This is a really big deal,” said Martz, who works in IT at

flag as part of a nine-state relay to honor America’s

The MI Charitable Foundation puts an emphasis on

planes crashed on 9/11.

MI’s Operations Support Center. “When I got the flag,

veterans, MI Windows team members seized the

veterans’ affairs, which is why MI sponsored the event.

chance.

Consequently, Team RWB officials arranged to have the

“They asked me,” Bordner said, “and I jumped at the

relay go past MI’s plants in Hegins and Gratz.

opportunity.”

everybody was lined up and cheering me on. That was

Billy Bordner, Pam Martz, and Sarah Fulkroad all carried

really cool.”
Following lunch, it was Fulkroad’s turn to carry the

the Stars and Stripes through Central Pennsylvania on

The three MI team members who participated are all

As Bordner made his way past the Gratz campus,

Stars and Stripes; she took it from the VFW to Lykens.

Friday, September 17, 2021, as part of the “Old Glory

avid runners. Martz has been running half-marathons

dozens of his team members came out for support,

A senior at Upper Dauphin who’s joining the Marine

Relay,” an MI Windows-sponsored event put on by

and 5Ks for years, and Fulkroad is a member of the

including his father Mike, who works on the 4300-2

Corps after graduation, Fulkroad works summers and

Team Red, White & Blue, a nonprofit that advocates for

cross country and track teams at Upper Dauphin High

line.

weekends on the 3500-2 line at Gratz.

veterans’ mental and physical health.

School.
“I was walking around telling everyone, ‘That’s my

“I run regularly, but running with the flag is something

“If it’s for the country, I’ll always be there,” said Bordner,

And then there’s Bordner, who began running 10

boy out there,’” Mike Bordner said. “It was definitely a

special,” said Fulkroad, whose father is a Marine who

who works on the 2-3-2 shift on the 3500-2 line at

years ago and soon started entering road races. He’s

proud moment.”

served in Iraq and Afghanistan. “It’s a lot different

MI’s Gratz facility. “That was an awesome experience.”

competed in marathons and ultramarathons, and he

when you’re running while holding the flag. I was proud

took part in the Old Glory Relay again later in the

Once he got to the plant, Bordner handed the flag off

The Old Glory Relay started at Ground Zero in New

month when he carried the flag 10 miles along Route

to Martz, who then transported it a few miles to VFW

York City on 9/11 and ended in Atlanta on Veterans

30 in Breezewood, Pa., on Tuesday, Sept. 21. Bordner

Post No. 2385, where a group of veterans and MI team

Day (Nov. 11). In all, approximately 5,000 people

ran the first leg that day, which ended at the Flight 93

members enjoyed a catered meal.

to do it.”
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AT THE GRATZ VFW

* Immediately following the Old Glory Relay

REBUILD

MI Foundation donates $15,000 to
replace Oregon home damaged in fire

Milgard team members celebrate another
year working with Habitat for Humanity

The Riverside Fire that raged through northwestern

In addition to his efforts as a fund-raiser, Olsen has

Seeing as MI Windows and Doors and Milgard are

Milgard has continued its Bronze Hammer Sponsorship

Oregon last year destroyed more than 50 homes and

been hands-on with the LTRG’s renovations.

leaders in the building products industry, it shouldn’t

with Habitat. As a result, it’s received a volunteer day

be a surprise that much of our charitable work involves

at a local jobsite to work on a number of homebuilding

“He’s a passionate guy about helping people rebuild

housing too. MI team members have worked for years

projects. In 2020, this meant that a small contingent

their homes,” said Ben Stutzman, Milgard Marketing

at Homes For Our Troops, a nonprofit that builds

from Milgard worked safely while adhering to local

Representative for the Portland area. “This work is very

homes for wounded veterans.

COVID-19 guidelines. In the summer of 2022, another

caused millions in damage. Seeing the devastation,
Milgard Corporate Service Manager Pat Olsen knew he
had to get involved.
Working quickly with other community-minded

group of volunteers from Milgard will again be on site

important to him and the community.”

individuals in the area, Olsen helped form the

Similarly, team members at Milgard have worked for at

Clackamas County Long Term Recovery Group (LTRG).

Olsen definitely knows a thing or two about the

least the past decade with Habitat for Humanity, the

In his role as the group’s chairperson, he requested and

windows he’s working with and happily helped with the

worldwide charity that builds homes for low-income

In addition, Milgard’s sponsorship allows it to have a

install in both the Thompson and James homes.

families. In November, Milgard team members took

wall stud in the “Wall of Hope.” This wall is a long-

to help the James family of Estacada rebuild their

part in Habitat’s annual luncheon for Tacoma-area

standing Habitat for Humanity tradition that involves

home.

volunteers, held virtually due to COVID-19.

writing well-wishes and blessings on the 2×6 studs that

received $15,000 from the MI Charitable Foundation

“I enjoy putting the windows in,” Olsen said. “From

for a day of giving back.

frame a home. Organizations that contribute an annual

working at the office to installing the windows, it feels
“In years past we have sponsored a full table of Milgard

gift $750 or more receive a 2×6 “Wall of Hope” stud

through to help the James family,” Olsen said. “Thanks

team members, family and friends at the live event

for members to write messages and/or prayers.

in part to the MI Foundation’s generosity, the James

in downtown Tacoma,” says Tim Large, the Milgard

family will soon be living in their brand new home.”

pricing manager who volunteers with Habitat. “In 2021,

Finally, our Tacoma manufacturing facility provides

it was dubbed the Habitat ‘Lunch-IN,’ as the entire

Style Line® windows to nearly all Habitat homes in

program was an on-line virtual event.”

their local community at a much-discounted rate. What

“We’re so grateful that the MI Foundation came

Olsen also reached out to Milgard customer L&M Glass.

like the whole process has come full circle.”

that means is that we set in place a long legacy for

The Oregon City-based company provided Milgard
Each year, Milgard has had anywhere from three to

Habitat homeowners to have Milgard Windows in their

30 volunteers on jobs sites to help build homes. They

homes and our team members continue to volunteer

It was all in a day’s work for Olsen and the LTRG. The

do everything from building retaining walls to interior

at Habitat events.

group has been hard at work helping people rebuild

painting to shingling rooves to laying sod.

windows for the house at a greatly reduced cost.

their lives for more than a year.
“Our amazing volunteers and donors have given
everything from time, knowledge, resources, building
materials and cash to help the LTRG move forward in
its mission,” Olsen said. “Our board and community
partners have put in thousands of volunteer hours
planning, working, and organizing resources for those
who need it most.”
The home that the LTRG built for the James family was
the group’s second renovation. In the summer of 2021,
they began work on a new home for the Thompson
family; planning for a third home has already begun.
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2021 RECAP

ABOUT LOCAL OUTREACH
With compassion at our core, we know our social responsibility is as important as
the care we put into every window we make, and we’re dedicated to continually
impacting our communities and the causes that drive us. Outreach Committees
throughout the MI organization research, plan, and execute fundraising initiatives
and events to improve their communities across the country. Each group is granted
funds to utilize throughout the course of a year to complete projects and benefit
local organizations. Examples of a few of the groups we support locally are the
Ronald McDonald House Charities, Veterans of Foreign Wars, TEK Foundation,
Scottish Rite Hospital, Habitat for Humanity, and local food banks.

WE ARE FULLY CHARGED FOR 2022
The MI Charitable Foundation raised a record $3.1 million and our team
members volunteered more than 3,000 hours in 2021. Thank you to
everyone who helped us support worthy causes around the country.
Because of your dedication, we are the biggest charitable organization in
the fenestration industry.

OVER

3,000+
HOURS
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Volunteer Time

GIVING BACK
IS OUR IDENTITY
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SUPPORT

SUPPORT

MI Foundation donates to food program
for veterans

Flower Mound team members
help raise money for HFOT

Support for American’s veterans is one of the pillars

spring. Winners are announced in May, and the donation

Two MI Windows teams from Flower Mound took their

deliver the medals, I was like, ‘Oh yeah!’”

of the MI Charitable Foundation. For the Foundation’s

to the VFW is made soon after. In 2021, Ops Committee

best shot at Homes for our Troops’ 11th annual clay

A long-time partner of the MI Foundation, Homes

Operations Committee in Gratz, Pa., one of the ways it’s

members presented the check on the day of the VFW’s

shoot on Sept. 17, 2021, and they walked away with a

for our Troops is a nonprofit that designs and builds

supported veterans is by donating to the Military Share

monthly food drive.

pair of medals.

specially adapted homes for veterans who were

“It’s really special for us to be able to help veterans in

The team led by Flower Mound General Manager

donated windows for dozens of these homes, and

A project of the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank,

this way,” says Amanda Klinger, an Ops Committee

JR Minnich won silver, while the other MI team also

volunteers from the MI Foundation often participate in

Military Share is a food-support program that donates

member. “And we’re extremely grateful that we’re

medaled. The event, hosted by the Dallas-Fort Worth

official groundbreaking and key-handover ceremonies.

healthy food to households that have at least one

able to partner with the VFW to make this program a

chapter of Homes for our Troops, was held at the

veteran. The Gratz VFW has supported Military Share

success.”

Texas Gun Ranch in Terrell, Texas.

program.

severely injured in America’s post 9/11 wars. MI has

for years. Since 2018, the Ops Committee has used

The September 2021 clay shoot raised more
than $63,000 for Homes for our Troops. The MI

funds generated from its annual meat raffle to donate

Patricia Abney, a quality supervisor at MI who serves

Foundation sponsored the event and donated a few

money for Military Share to the VFW. In 2021, the

as the co-chair of the MI Foundation’s Flower Mound

items for a silent auction that was held the same day.

contribution was $5,000.

Outreach Committee, had the good fortune to hand
out the medals to her fellow team members. The

“We had a blast,” says Abney, who works closely with

“I think that our relationship with the VFW is special

scores weren’t tallied until after most of the shooters

Homes for our Troops. “It was quite an experience;

because of the veterans,” says Kerri Stanton, an Ops

had gone home. As a volunteer who had agreed to

we’ll definitely be there in 2022.”

Committee member. “They served. All servicemen and

help clean

women should be treated with respect. If I can give back

up after the event, Abney collected the medals for

to them, I will do my best to do so.”

her colleagues.

The Ops Committee members and other team

“I stuck around because I was cleaning,” Abney says.

members begin selling tickets for the meat raffle in the

“When (HFOT coordinator) Carol Self asked if I could
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2021; if you are not selected discounted registration ends March 28th.
Please see a foundation member for details.
SUPPORT

MI Foundation talks with Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank’s Jennifer Sands
The MI Charitable Foundation has supported the

What are some of the challenges of getting food to

Central Pennsylvania Food Bank for years. We recently

people because of COVID/supply chain issues?

had the opportunity to speak with Jennifer Sands – the
Food Bank’s communications & marketing manager –
about their mission.
How wide an area do you serve at the Central Pa.
Food Bank?

MI Foundation-sponsored running series
for kids begins

JS: We’ve certainly had our challenges with supply
chain issues, but fortunately, we’ve been able to
anticipate some of those issues by ordering further out
and by making substitutions. For example, we sourced
things like fresh, local potatoes instead of canned
potatoes for the holiday season. We know that supply

Jennifer Sands: The Central Pennsylvania Food Bank

chain and inflation issues also affect those who are

serves 27 counties in central Pa., from the Maryland

in need and, with prices rising, they may not be able

border to the New York border. It’s an area twice the

to buy as much and would turn to us more. We will

size of New Jersey. Our territory may be wide, but

continue to be here for those who need us, providing

through our partnerships with more than 1,200 local

food until our vision is fulfilled and no one is hungry.

charitable food organizations (food pantries, soup
kitchens, etc.), our impact is local.

COVID has certainly had its impact as well. In early
2020, demand for our services rose by more than

With the weather getting warming, many people will

time running races. Plus, they’ll have the opportunity to

soon be out running again. And that list includes a

improve their times each week.”

certain group of kids in Central Pennsylvania.
The series will run for five straight Sundays at Lykens’
Beginning in April 2022, the Northern Dauphin chapter

Loyalton Park. There are six races in all: 50-yard dash

of the Healthy Kids Running Series will host its first race

(pre-K children ages 2-3), 75-yard dash (pre-K ages

of the season in Lykens, Pa., near MI’s Operations

4-5), 75-yard dash (challenger division), quarter-mile

Support Center.

(kindergarten and first grade), half-mile (second and
third grades), and one mile (fourth through eighth

The Healthy Kids program began in 2009 in suburban

grades). Children earn points at each race, and trophies

Philadelphia as a way to encourage children to

and medals will be awarded on the last day of the

lead healthy lifestyles. The founder, Jeff Long, was

series. The cost is $40 for the season.

concerned about the rate of childhood obesity in
America and decided to start a running series.

To register, or to learn more information, visit the
website at healthykidsrunningseries.org. You can also

A few years ago, the project made its way to northern

email race organizers at hkrsndc@gmail.com.

Dauphin County in Central Pennsylvania thanks in part
to the MI Charitable Foundation. Through the work

“The idea is to motivate kids to lead a healthy and active

of the Gratz Outreach Committee, the MI Foundation

lifestyle,” says Crabb, who notes that the series will

became a sponsor in 2019.

return for another season this fall. “And, hopefully, it will
be a positive introduction to the world of running.”

“It just felt like a great program to be a part of,” says
Ryne Crabb, member of the Gratz Outreach Committee.

Do you know what the recent gift of $10,000 from

40 percent over the previous year. While demand

the MI Foundation will be used for?

has leveled off since, it still remains higher than pre-

JS: This wonderful donation provided more than
60,000 healthy nutritious meals to our neighbors in
need during the 2021 holiday season.
How important are these partnerships between
the Food Bank and area nonprofits like the MI
Foundation?
JS: These partnerships are incredibly important.
Without the support of friends like the MI Foundation,
we would not be able to feed the more than 330,000
neighbors in our area who, every day, face impossible
choices between buying groceries and paying for
other critical expenses. These gifts help us purchase
the healthy, nutritious food our neighbors need so
they don’t have to make impossible choices. Through
partnerships like those with the MI Foundation, we
prove that the community as a whole is truly “better
together” and can make a difference in the lives of
thousands of families, children, seniors, and veterans in

pandemic levels and we are working hard every day
to meet those needs and make sure that everyone
has access to the fresh, nutritious food they need to
sustain their daily lives.
What’s the most rewarding part of working at the
Food Bank?
JS: Knowing that we are making a difference in
people’s lives and giving them a sense of hope at a
time when they need it most is definitely the most
rewarding part of working at the Food Bank. It’s
humbling knowing that anyone, at any time, can face
a crisis that causes them to suddenly not know where
they will get their next meal. The Food Bank is here to
make sure food is never a worry, and will be there while
you work to get back on your feet. Knowing we are
providing that help at such a critical, vulnerable time,
and knowing how grateful people are for that help, is
truly rewarding.

our area.

“Everyone will be outside, fand the kids will have a great

14 / 2021 HIGHLIGHTS

T H E M I FO UNDAT ION N EWSLETTER / 15

FUNDRAISING

MI Foundation hits the links, raises millions
Hosting golf events on both sides of the country last fall,

tournament at Capital Canyon Club in Prescott. Nearly

the MI Charitable Foundation set a record in Hershey,

100 golfers took to the links on Septempber 28 and

Pa. and started a new tradition in Prescott, Ariz. In all,

126 dined at the Sam Hill Event Center the previous

the Foundation raised a collective $2.4 million at the

evening.

two tournaments.
The Prescott golf outing raised over $173,000 in
“I’m so touched by the generosity and outpouring

this, its first year of operation. All the proceeds were

of support,” said MI Windows and Doors CEO Matt

donated to Phoenix Children’s Hospital, one of the MI

DeSoto. “Our team and our business partners continue

Foundation’s main beneficiaries.

to believe in our vision and support our efforts through
contributions of time and money. Without these

“There was a lot of work that went into this,” said Shari

committed partnerships, we would not be able to help

Warner, a Prescott Valley Outreach Committee member

those who need it most.”

and one of the organizers of the event. “But it was all
worth it when the first guests started

The Hershey outing featured two nights of

to arrive at dinner and the last left the golf course the

entertainment at the Hershey Lodge and two days

next day. Everyone had a great time.”

of golf at Hershey Country Club. MI suppliers and
team members were on hand for a night of dinner,

MI Foundation Executive Board member Steve Rehman

presentations from Foundation partners, and a live

was one of the few to attend both the Hershey and

auction. MI sales associates enjoyed the same festivities

Prescott outings. True to form, Rehman brought a bevy

the next evening.

of $2 bills with him, passed them out to attendees at the
dinner, and then pledged to make a financial contribution

A week before the get-together in Hershey, the

to the Foundation for every $2 bill that he saw.

Prescott Valley Outreach Committee put on its own golf
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EDUCATION

MI Foundation scholarship winners
Congratulations to the 2021 MI Charitable Foundation scholarship winners. 40 graduates from Pennsylvania,
Texas, Arizona, California, and Washington received $1,000 scholarships for their postsecondary education. We’re
so proud to support these young men and women, and we wish them the best of luck as continue their studies.

Seventh annual Summer Concert brings in
over $161K
Returning with a triumphant four-city celebration on

Megan Lovell. They performed original songs and

Saturday, Aug. 14, 2021, the seventh annual Summer

classic rock covers.

Concert raised over $161,000. Participants dined on

• Nick Steiert, University of Wisconsin

• Collin Miller, Penn State

• Sonny Tran, University of Minnesota

• Mykeala Hassinger, Liberty University

• Brooke Mueller, Undecided

• Hannah Morrison, Penn State-Harrisburg

• Mia Howerton, Undecided

• Devyn Kintzer, Lancaster Bible College

• Sara McCurry, University of Redlands

• Kimberly Ngomo, University of Arizona

• Shannon Nguyen, University of California

• Jordan Mallon, Shippensburg University

• Rachel Partin, Northern Arizona University

• Kylie Dreher, Bloomsburg University

• Lauren Anderson, Pacific Lutheran University

• Christina Meyers, Shippensburg University

• Taijhela Meade, Portland State University

• Abbie Morgan, Liberty University

great food, danced to live music, and watched a two-

In between the music, there were segments on the MI

hour virtual presentation that included celebrity cameos

Foundation and its partners. There was also a series of

• Emma Tolmich, Central Washington University

• Jensen Bolich, Coastal Carolina University

and a concert from Grammy-nominated artist Chris

celebrity cameos, including actor Ernie Hudson, rocker

Daughtry.

Melissa Etheridge, and wrestler Ric Flair.

• Kyla Kemper, Mansfield University

• Jaidyn Gamble, Indiana University of Pa.

• Emily Savidge, Penn State

• Serena Knauss, Penn State

“It was so great to be back in person,” says Shelan

“I was so excited to see Ernie Hudson make a special

• Elizabeth Stoltzfus, Penn State

• Angela Abraham, University of Texas at Dallas

Farook, an IT Support Technician at MI who organized

appearance for our concert,” says Sunrise Technical

• Colten Zerby, Central Penn College

• Tristan Finn, Texas Tech

the Pennsylvania concert. “The music, both live and

Service Advisor Paige Garee, who organized the event

virtual, was amazing; it was just a fantastic night.”

• Mikayla DeMatt, Undecided

• Peyton Hall, University of Oregon

in Temperance. “Ghostbusters was a comforting

• Maddison Sherman, Kent State

• Kylie Snyder, Pa. College of Health Sciences

• Katie Blyler, Penn State

• Julienne Atiamon, Eastern University

• Elyssa Yeagley, Penn State-Schuylkill

• Gabrielle Miller, Kutztown University

childhood staple for me, and he was my absolute
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 Summer

favorite. Now I know he’s just as wonderful as I always

Concert became an online-only event. Following

assumed he was.”

the success of that program, Foundation officials

• Gracie Gehring, Undecided

decided to use a hybrid version — live and virtual —

People donated money via texts throughout the night.

for the 2021 edition. What’s more, for the first time

In addition, the Foundation raised money by holding

the concert was held simultaneously in four cities

auctions and raffles at the various sites. The Arizona

around the country: Prescott Valley, Ariz.; Tacoma,

team even helped provide homes for some furry

Wash.; Temperance, Mich.; and Millersburg,

friends.

• Eileen Nestor, University of Tampa
• Jackson Ramsey, Penn State-Dubois
• Lilly Boyer, Penn State

Pa In all, more than 500 people attended.
“We invited the Yavapai Humane Society, which
“I had a great time,” says Shelly Stovall, a CTB Quote

brought five dogs out in hopes for adoption by MI team

Plus Specialist at Milgard who attended the concert in

members,” says Shari Warner, an Inside Sales Manager

Tacoma. “A band made up entirely of team members

at MI who helped coordinate the Prescott Valley

played for us!”

concert. “By the end of the evening, all five had new
forever homes. It was a definite success.”

Daughtry, the former American Idol contender, gave a
nine-song set for the concert’s finale. He was preceded

The 2022 Summer Concert is slated for Aug. 6.

by Larkin Poe, a duo made up of sisters Rebecca and
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Experience Philanthropy™
www.miwindows.com/Foundation
Mi Charitable Foundation
650 W Market Street
Gratz, PA 17030
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