The MI Charitable Foundation

NEWSLETTER
MI Foundation embarks
on new Partnership with
Phoenix Children’s Hospital
Expansion was the word of the year at MI Windows and Doors
in 2019. Not only did the company acquire Milgard Windows
& Doors, but the MI Charitable Foundation also started a
new relationship with Phoenix Children’s Hospital. This new
partnership ties into the Foundation’s focus on both children’s
wellbeing and cancer support.
“We were looking for a hospital relationship in the west similar
to what we have with Four Diamonds in the east,” Charitable
Foundation Specialist Kourtney Miles said. “Phoenix Children’s
Hospital was the perfect fit.”
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chairperson for the Prescott Valley Outreach Committee. “It give
us great joy to spend time with the children at the hospital. It
doesn’t matter if we are simply handing out toys to the patients
or making Valentines Day cards, we are just happy to be putting
smiles on their faces. Most of our team did not realize the extent
of how little things matter to the patients and the parents.
Every time we have a new event the team comes back and
shares the wonderful experiences. I think the most memorable
event was when our team painted window frames with the
patients. It was a lot of fun for both the patients and team.”
The 21st annual Phoenix Children’s Hospital Golf Tournament
followed “Step Up. Stop Cancer” in November. Nearly 300 golfers
helped raise money for PCH’s Hope Fund. The MI Foundation
was designated a “Welcome Sponsor” at the tournament, and
numerous Texas committee members participated, either as
golfers or volunteers.

Founded in 1983, Phoenix Children’s Hospital has quickly grown
into one of the largest children’s medical centers in the country.
It has over 1,000 pediatric specialists and a state-of-the-art,
42,000-square-foot emergency room.
Most importantly in regard to its new partnership with the MI
Charitable Foundation, Phoenix Children’s Hospital is committed
to fighting pediatric cancer. In 2017, PCH opened a new Center
for Cancer and Blood Disorders.
“We were thrilled to see how dedicated they are to the cause
of fighting pediatric cancer,” said Miles, who noted that the MI
Foundation prioritizes children’s well-being and the study of
pediatric cancer. “It made the decision to partner with them
that much easier.”
To kick off this new relationship, the MI Foundation supported
two Phoenix Children’s Hospital events in 2019. The first
was September’s “Step Up. Stop Cancer” campaign, which
raised over $832,000 for the hospital. As part of this drive,
area businesses made donations and raised money through
marketing campaigns. In addition, PCH patient Angel Carden
had the opportunity to throw out the first pitch at an Arizona
Diamondbacks game.
Team members from the Prescott Valley Outreach Committee
contributed to “Step Up. Stop Cancer” by making crafts with
patients at the Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders. They
also held a trivia contest for the patients and handed out prizes
to the winners.
“Our team is very honored to be partnering with the Phoenix
Children’s Hospital,” says Allison Mendibles, the MI Foundation’s

MI Windows and Door team members helped with arts and crafts
during Phoenix Children’s Hospital’s “Step Up. Stop Cancer” campaign
in September
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“These events were a great way to start our new partnership
with PCH,” Miles said. “We’ve established a great foundation
with them, and the best is yet to come.” The MI Foundation
will be supporting Phoenix Children’s Hospital with a $75,000
donation donation in 2020.

Hegins Supervisor’s Wife
Gives Child Amazing Gift
To say that Jessica Deiter and Kim Campbell are friends barely
does their relationship justice. The two grew up together in
Trevorton, Pa. They went to high school together. They live near
each other today and can often be found at one another’s home.
They even have the same blood type.
That last similarity became relevant back in October, when
Campbell’s 5-year-old son Brody became extremely ill. Doctors
concluded that he was suffering from liver failure, and that he
needed a transplant. After determining that Jessica – whose
husband, Brian, is a production supervisor at MI’s Hegins plant –
was the best candidate for surgery, she agreed to donate part
of her liver to Brody. Following a successful transplant on Nov. 1,
Jessica and Brody are recovering today.

“He just knows that they took some of my liver and gave it to
Brody to make him better,” Jessica says. “He knew Brody’s tummy
was sick, but that’s basically all we told him.”
Complications can still arise, which is why Brody had to go back
to the hospital in mid December to have some fluid removed. To
ensure that she recovers properly from the operation, Jessica
has to make repeated visits to the doctor for checkups. Her next
one is scheduled for February. She’ll have to go back again at the
six-month mark, one-year mark, and two-year mark.
But despite the difficulties she’s endured since the operation,
Jessica is grateful for the opportunity to help Brody.
“It’s definitely worth it,” she says. “It’s rewarding knowing you
saved somebody.”

“We’re basically sisters,” Jessica says when asked to describe the
bond that she shares with Kim. “She would have done the same
for my kid.”
Deiter had no hesitation when she learned that she was Brody’s
best match. She spent hours going through tests at the hospital
of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, and then was
called back to the hospital that same night; doctors performed
the surgery the next day.
In the two months since, Deiter has been recovering slowly. By
mid December, she said that she was at about 60-70 percent.
She had to take 12 weeks off from work following the surgery–
which is one reason why the Hegins Foundation Outreach team
helped the family by making a monetary donation–and she can’t
do any heavy lifting, pulling, or pushing.
“Brian had to do everything for the first two weeks,” she says. “I
was pretty much laid up.”
For his part, Brian was concerned for his wife’s health when the
issue of donation first arose. However, it was a short window
from the time they learned Jessica was a match until they were
prepping for the surgery.
“It was definitely nerve wracking,” he says. “But everything went
pretty darn quick. It was bing, bang, boom.”
Jessica and Brian have a 5-year-old boy of their own, Chase. And
just like their moms, Chase and Brody are inseparable.
“They’re best buddies,” Jessica says. “They’re always running
around, playing with each other.”
Explaining to a 5-year-old that their mother has to go to the
hospital for a serious operation can be a dicey proposition. But
Jessica and Brian kept it simple when discussing the situation
with Chase.
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Jessica Deiter is shown with Brody Campbell

Give a Child a Voice Gives Away Third Gym
Earlier this month, Eric Erdman brought smiles to the faces of kids from over 1,300 miles away. In what was an emotionally charged
afternoon, Eric was joined in the Millersburg High School gymnasium by friends, colleagues, and students to announce that his third
gym would be built in Dallas, Texas, at the Life School Oak Cliff High School. With the first gym finding a home at his alma mater of
Millersburg and the second being built at nearby rival Halifax, this will be the first gym outside of Pennsylvania.
At the age of 16, Eric found out he had aggressive stage four brain cancer. Since his diagnosis, Eric has devoted his life to raising
money and awareness for his nonprofit organization, Give A Child a Voice. After being contacted by Make a Wish, Eric used his
wish to aid his organization. He is among only three percent of people who choose to “pay it forward” rather than use the wish for
themselves.
Give a Child A Voice is working to educate children and adults about the importance of a child’s voice and encourages children
to speak out when faced with difficult circumstances. They are working toward putting an end to bullying, child abuse, and lifethreatening childhood illnesses. It is Eric’s dream to help others find their voice as he has found his.
Now 20, Eric has certainly had the opportunity to see his dream come to fruition. Life School Oak Cliff – which won a nationwide
competition to have a new gym built – recently experienced a shooting in the community and a student’s death by suicide. This is
why Eric thought the school would benefit from a new fitness center. “I’m so happy that they are the winners,” he said. When he was
diagnosed, the weight room is where he went to “shut out all the noise in my life.” That’s why he made it his mission to help other kids
find courage and strength. “I hope someone will find their outlet through the gym, like I did,” he said.
MI team members were invited to take part in the day’s excitement. Foundation committee members from Texas and Pennsylvania
were at both high schools when the announcement – which was simulcast at both schools – was made. “It’s incredible,” said Greg
Scheidler, MI Windows and Doors shipping manager and MI Foundation outrach committee member. “He’s an amazing individual. I
wish I was half the person that Eric is.”
A few months ago, Eric received the news that the tumors had grown and spread. He said he is no longer receiving treatment and
stopped an experimental treatment after it became unendurable. Eric credits the work with his organization as what keeps him going.
“It gets me up in up in the morning and keeps me driving forward,” he said. “Hopefully my dream will keep on going … everlasting,
when I’m gone.”
The MI Foundation recently entered into an official partnership with Give a Child a Voice with a $25,000 donation. This was in
addition to the $10,000 donated by the PA Outreach Golf Outing Committee in August. Many MI team members have been
inspired by Eric, and his organization focuses on three of the MI Foundation’s four pillars–Childhood wellbeing, supporting our local
communities and cancer support.

MI Foundation helps to make ‘wishes’ come true in Texas
The year is still young, but the MI Charitable Foundation has already formed two new partnerships. In January, the MI Foundation
officially entered into a collaboration with “Make a Wish North Texas,” part of the nationwide Make a Wish Foundation. And since
Make A Wish North Texas works closely with “Wish to Play,” a Texas-based company that builds playhouses, the MI Windows and
Doors has agreed to provide windows for those playhouses.
“As the MI Foundation keeps growing, we continue to seek out valued partners in regions close to our production facilities,” says
Kourtney Miles, MI Charitable Foundation Specialist. “The Texas Outreach Committee initially showed interest in Make A Wish and
brought it to the Executive Committee’s attention. I know the committee is incredibly excited to work with them to improve the lives
of children in Texas.”
Like the other chapters in the Make A Wish network, Make A Wish North Texas helps fund exciting activities on sick children’s wish
lists, like participating in a Dallas Stars scrimmage or recording an original pop song. To fund these activities, Make A Wish North
Texas solicits donations and holds fundraisers. One of the more common fundraisers is a monthly art party; at these events, children
from Make A Wish families produce artwork that is then auctioned off.
On Feb. 8 of this year, volunteers from the MI Foundation participated in an art party for the first time. As such, they brought along
MI windows, and the children were encouraged to paint the sashes. Two of these paintings will be auctioned off at the annual MI
Charitable Golf Outing held each June in Hershey, Pa. In addition, the MI Foundation has already made a $10,000 donation for a
future wish.
“We’re so glad that we were able to make this connection with Make A Wish North Texas,” says David Villasenor, the MI Foundation’s
co-chairperson–with Deb Jackson–for the Texas Outreach Committee. “They help fulfil the dreams of so many children, and we’re
honored to be able to support them.”
Wish to Play creates modular- and custom-designed playhouses, with prices starting at $8,000. The company–whose work has been
featured on the popular reality TV show “Fixer Upper” and in London’s Daily Mail newspaper–works closely with Make A Wish North
Texas. A portion of all proceeds goes to fund playhouses for the children of Make A Wish.
“We are beyond excited to donate the windows for these wonderful creations,” Villasenor says. “I’m so excited to see the joy on the
faces of the children who get to use these playhouses.

IN THE KNOW

HERE’S WHAT OUR OUTREACH TEAMS ARE UP TO
We are excited to introduce Milgard MG/CAT into our Winter MI Foundation newsletter! MG/CAT stands for Milgard Matching Gift/
Community Action Team. Their mission is to help those in need, inspire volunteerism, and care for the greater good of others. MG/
CAT operates in a very similar way to the MI Foundation Outreach committees. Each Milgard location has an MG/CAT committee
leading the local activities.
We are working together diligently to share best practices and learn from each other. Starting with this newsletter and moving
forward, we plan to highlight Milgard MG/CAT in action. With our missions so closely aligned, we are incredibly excited to come
together as we strive to make a positive impact on our local communities.

GRATZ, PA

HEGINS, PA

■ In November, the committee held a “Pie in the Face” fundraiser
that raised $3,893. Team members volunteered to have a pie
thrown in their face while others payed for an opportunity to do
the throwing. Eric Erdman made a special appearance to good
naturedly throw a pie in Matt DeSoto’s face.

■ In December the committee donated $500 to an
organization that trains leader dogs for the blind. They also
donated $1,500 to three team members in need.

■ The committee also provided veterans with free dinner on
Veterans Day at Villa Schiano’s in Elizabethville. The dinner
had an excellent turnout and the committee was able to
support local veterans by donating $2,136.96, which payed
for 259 meals. The outreach committees at Profiles and
Hegins also held a dinner for veterans.
OPS, PA
■ Throughout the year, money was raised through monthly
dress-down days in support of the Christmas Express, an
event that helps community members in need during the
holidays. The committee also organized an office door
decorating contest. The winning team chose to donate its
$500 winnings to a local family who recently lost their son
in an ATV accident.
■ The committee organized a bus trip to Jim Thorpe, with the
proceeds of $400 going to the Ronald McDonald House in
Hershey, Pa. Another bus trip to New York will take place in
the spring.
■ A recent cash raffle raised $1,500 to Prevent Suicide PA.
PSPA supports those who are affected by suicide; provides
education, awareness, and understanding by collaborating
with the community to prevent suicide.
SALES
■ In honor of Mark Rice’s passing, the committee helped to
create a 529 savings plan for his son. The campaign has
raised $6,194.50, which will be used toward the cost of his
son’s future education.
■ All members of the MI Sales team have been individually
contacted by a committee member to introduce the
formation of the sales committee and explain their mission
and current objectives.

■ February saw the MI Foundation’s first Murder Mystery
Dinner. The dinner was held at the Armstrong Valley
Winery, and 10 percent of all wine bottle sales were
donated to the Foundation. With nearly 100 people in
attendance, the event was a great success.
PROFILES, PA
■ A recent fire devastated the home of a team member at
Profiles. Their family lost everything due to fire and smoke
damage. The committee will be making a donation, – and is
organizing additional fundraising initiatives such as: raffling
two rounds of golf, holding a sub sale, and hosting an open
donation drive to benefit the team member and their family.
■ The committee will also be making a monetary donation to
a local community member with diabetes who recently had
both legs amputated.

FLOWER MOUND, TX

PORTLAND, WA

■ Team members collected teddy bears and donated $2,000
to the Flower Mound Santa Cops. This money was used to
purchase gifts for local children in need. The committee
also donated $500 to Scottish Rite Hospital to purchase
holiday gifts for patients.

■ The MG/CAT Team donated $800 to Toys for Tots in late
December. A Toys for Tots representative mentioned they
would be distributing more than 30,000 toys during the
holiday season.

■ In addition, team members donated two tons of food to
Community Christian Action, a local food bank in Texas.

VINYL AND PULTRUSION, WA

■ The committee also sponsored a blood drive in Flower
Mound. In total, 19 units of blood were donated, which will
save 57 lives.

■ In December, MG/CAT Team participated in a canned food
drive for the Pierce County Food Bank. The team collected
4,000 non-perishable food items and $1,072.50 in cash
donations. Day shift collected an average of 22 items per
employee while night shift collected an average of 50.

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA

■ The committee is currently holding a winter clothing drive
to support the Tacoma Rescue Mission.

■ The committee donated $2,500 to the American Cancer
Society Walk, which will be held on June 5 in Prescott
Valley.
■ Committee members will be traveling back to Phoenix in
June to host a birthday party for the children of PCH. The
committee also raised $1,002 through a Valentine’s Day
basket raffle.
TEMECULA, CA
■ In December the Temecula location supported the Salvation
Army by participating in “Angel Tree.” Employees picked
a name/names off of the two trees on site and brought in
unwrapped gifts for those in need at Christmastime.

MILGARD CORPORATE, WA
■ The corporate MG/CAT Team recently helped fund a coat
drive for the Mountain View Community Center. Not only
did Milgard make a monetary donation to the center, it also
enlisted all Tacoma locations to make cold-weather clothing
donations to the cause. An event was held at the conclusion
of the drive. Many underprivileged families attended and
received a warm meal and clothing. Their new relationship
with the center will continue throughout 2020 with other
community events.

SIMI VALLEY, CA
■ The MG/CAT Team in Simi Valley, California, is starting the
year off with quite a few exciting events. The committee
held a Valentine’s Day raffle fundraiser to raise money for
Laundry Love, an organization that helps the homeless
and those in need. The committee also hosted a Red Cross
Blood Drive on February 18.
■ In March, the team will participate in the Ruben Castro
Community 5K & Fun Run as well as Jersey Mike’s Day
of Giving, which will raise money for Cancer for College.
Cancer for College provides hope and inspiration to
low-income, high-achieving cancer survivors through
the granting of college scholarships and by providing
educational experiences.
TACOMA, WA
■ In support of American Heart Month, the MG/CAT Team
focused its efforts on raising money to donate to the
local chapter of the American Heart Association. For the
first two weeks of the month, the committee offered
handmade Valentine’s Day boxes with some chocolates for
a suggested donation of $2 each. The entire location truly
put their hearts into the fundraiser and purchased 600
boxes. After covering expenses, the committee was able
to donate $1,260 to the local AHA chapter. What’s more,
the AHA has other corporate sponsors who will match
Tacoma’s donations, making for an additional gift of $1,260.

DIXON, CA
■ In May of 2019, the Dixon MG/CAT Team hosted a car show
to raise money for the local SPCA. With an entrance fee
of $20, the event raised $5,000 for the organization. The
SPCA has also brought dogs into the office in the past in
an effort to give the volunteers a break and potentially find
new forever homes for the pups.

