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SWINGING
FOR

A MILLION

BRADY LUCAS

21st Annual Charitable
Golf Outing in Hershey, PA

PA Outreach Golf
Outing held at Lykens Valley

The MI Charitable Foundation passed a major milestone in June
during the 21st Annual Charitable Golf Outing. MI raised over
$1 million for the first time during the auction held both nights
of the event. “I never dreamed that we’d be able to have this
kind of success,” said MI Chairman of the Board Pete DeSoto,
who’s been involved with the event since its founding in 1999.
The event, held June 3-5 in Hershey, featured two auctions
and two golf tournaments. The first night, Four Diamonds
Gift Officer Brady Lucas spoke about his work. Lucas was
diagnosed with cancer as a child, and Four Diamonds — a
nonprofit which provides financial support to families battling
pediatric cancer — was there to help. On the second night,
retired Army Seargant Patrick Wickens spoke about his
experiences as a wounded veteran. Wickens and his family
will soon be moving into a specially adapted house built by
Homes For Our Troops, another nonprofit that the Foundation
supports. The funds raised at the Golf Outing will be used for
the MI Foundation’s local outreach projects as well as donations
to support veterans’ affairs, children’s wellbeing, and the fight
against cancer — with a specific emphasis on pediatric cancer.

Held on September 21st, at Lykens Valley Golf Course, the PA
Outreach Golf Outing raised over $30,000. To ensure the
event was a success, the PA Outreach teams banded together
to contact sponsors and generate excitement for prospective
golf teams. “It was a group effort,” said Greg Scheidler, a lead
organizer of the event. “It’s grown so much over the past
four years. I know next year will be even better.” Jon Mattis,
president of Graceful Acres, was the day’s guest speaker.
Graceful Acres is a therapeutic horseback riding program
located in upper Dauphin County for special needs children
and adults. In thanking the MI Foundation, he stated that he
was deeply grateful for the support of the MI team members.
All proceeds from the event will be split three ways to benefit
Graceful Acres and the T.E.K. Foundation. The remaining third
will be split up to benefit several additional organizations.

							

MI Donates $10K to PA’s First All Inclusive Playground
Quoting the late Fred Rogers’ famous “Won’t You Be My
Neighbor” theme song, Fritz Heinemann welcomed people
to “Everyone’s Playground,” a new play area for children and
families in Selinsgrove, Pa. Heinemann, president of the Andy
Russell Charitable Foundation, was in Selinsgrove — a small
town just 25 miles northwest of Gratz — for the ribbon-cutting
ceremonies on July 18.
Everyone’s Playground was funded through the efforts of the
Russell Foundation; MI Profiles donated the fence material and
the MI Foundation added an additional $10,000 to the halfmillion-dollar project.
As the first playground in Pennsylvania built to accommodate
children and other individuals with special needs, disabilities,
and challenging life-altering conditions, Everyone’s Playground

is already attracting people from throughout the region. Those
aren’t playground sets,” Heinemann said. “They’re instruments
of inclusion.”
Sure enough, there are numerous items in the park that were
created with everyone in mind. There’s a raised walking path
that was made wide enough so that two wheelchairs can pass
each other, a drinking fountain installed so that it’s wheelchair
accessible, and a secluded chair designed for those who may
need a quiet place to recuperate.
“Everything here was designed with so much care and
forethought,” said Kourtney Miles, MI’s Charitable Foundation
Specialist. “That’s why it’s already becoming a destination for
many families.”

5th Annual Summer Concert Honors MI’s First Responders
On Saturday, August 17, the Foundation held its fifth annual Summer Concert at the
Ned Smith Center in Millersburg, Pa. Dinner and drinks were served, and musical
acts LeBlanc & Kissinger and the Luv Gods provided the evening’s entertainment.
“Everyone had a great time,” Charitable Foundation Specialist Kourtney Miles said.
“There was a lot of dancing and celebrating. It was just a fantastic night altogether.”
The event was also a celebration of first responders, some of whom were the
Foundation’s official guests for the evening. At one point, MI’s Brent Sitlinger asked
them all to stand so they could be recognized for their efforts.
“We’re very fortunate to have so many first responders in the area, including many
who work at our own MI facilities.” said Sitlinger, who pointed out that $2,500 was
donated to the Williamstown Area EMS. “It just made sense to honor them.”
In all, the Foundation raised more than $60,000, the highest amount in the
five-year history of the event.

>>

CEO Matt DeSoto honors local first responders at
the fifth annual Summer Concert.

FOUNDATION OUTREACH MEMBER INTERVIEW:
Kerri Stanton
How long have you been involved with the Foundation?
Why did you first decide to get involved?
Roughly 3 years. After hearing other team members talk about
the things the Foundation does, I thought it would be rewarding to
get involved.

On a personal level, what have you gained through your work
with the Foundation?
The feeling of reward knowing that I am helping others that are in
need. To see some of the appreciation of the recipients leaves me
in awe.

What is your favorite fundraiser/event? Why?
Paint Night. MI hosts a Paint Night at the Hershey Penn State
Children’s Hospital every May. Kids battling pediatric cancer have
the opportunity to get creative with their family as they paint
one-of-a-kind art on diamond shaped windows. Many of the
windows are auctioned off at our Annual Charitable Golf Outing in
June to raise money for Four Diamonds. It’s truly an honor to work
with these kids. They make me think that whatever I may be going
through in life is nothing compared to what they are facing.

How do you think you’ve contributed to the Foundation’s success
through the years?
I like to think that I bring organization to some of the events I am
involved in. Everyone has ideas to make things better or just even
fun as do I. I try to think of fun/different ideas regarding the paint
night. I hope that the more fun the current kids have, the more
other kids will want to attend.

What’s your favorite part of Paint Night?
I really enjoy seeing the kids. These kids are so creative despite
what they are currently going through. It puts a smile on my face
when I see their smiles.
Do you have one specific memory of a Paint Night that’s
particularly inspiring? The parents inspire me. As a parent/
grandparent myself, I can’t imagine what they are going through
to see their kids sick. I have so much respect towards the strength
the parents have.

What would you say to a fellow team member who’s
considering joining a Foundation committee?
Get involved, not just with the MI Foundation but also outside
of the MI organization. At some point in life, everyone needs a
little help. I know the struggles that life can bring as I was a single
mother making just barely minimum wage. I was able to better
my life as well as my child’s life without asking for assistance,
but some people are not so lucky. Being that I have lived through
some struggles, I want to give back where I can.
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MI Customer Care Supervisor Kerri Stanton observes
Four Diamonds kids at this year’s paint night.

IN THE KNOW

W H AT O U R O U T R E AC H T E A M S A R E U P TO

GRATZ
■■ Weather in central Pennsylvania hasn’t been our friend
recently. Storms have ravaged the east coast and several
tornados touched down in late June, leaving destruction in
their wake.
In response, our Gratz Outreach Committee presented a
check for $1,000 to board members of the Halifax Girls
Softball League. This donation will help offset the cost of
repairs from these storms.
■■ To say the annual penny war was a success would be a
complete understatement. The team raised $8,800 this year,
surpassing last year’s total by $5,000.
■■ Ryne Crabb has taken on the role of co-chairperson alongside
Ike Smith.
>>

HEGINS

Texas team members who participated in the Dallas
St.Jude Walk/Run pose for a group photo.

■■ A recent fishing rod bundle raffle raised $720 for a team
member in need

TEXAS

■■ The committee held a Pie in the Face contest that raised
$1,053 for the Central PA St. Jude Walk/Run. A sub sale
raised an additional $503.

■■ After their first time volunteering at the Dallas Ronald
McDonald house, the committee hopes to make it a
reocurring opportunity.

OPS

■■ With over $8,000 raised by the committee, the Dallas
St. Jude Walk/Run was a huge success. Throughout the month,
committee members held several fundraisers leading up to the
September 21st event.

■■ As summer began to wind down, committee members
rallied together to organize a drive for school supplies. In
all, they contributed 240 backpacks filled with essentials
like notebooks, pencils, glue sticks, and erasers to six area
schools.
■■ The team has also rolled out an exciting new fundraisera bus trip. The first trip will take place in November and
is destined for Jim Thorpe. All proceeds will benefit the
Ronald McDonald house.
PROFILES
■■ The committee is collecting materials to send to troops
deployed overseas
■■ Committee members recently donated $1,000 to
Camp Hebron.
■■ Tony Kassab, formerly the chair at Hegins, has become
the acting cochair.

ARIZONA
■■ Team members toured the Phoenix Children’s Hospital and
attended several events geared towards engaging inpatient
kids. The team gave small gifts out in a program called
Smile Makers, and participated in a fun night of trivia.
■■ The committee rallied together to create 15 backpacks
for local kids in need and donated $300 to North Star, an
organization with the mission to help underprivileged youth.
SALES
■■ The team is in the process of creating giving guidelines.
■■ Committee members are making one-on-one calls to every
Sales team member to further explain their purpose and
hopefully generate excitement for the Foundation.

